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William Hastings and Old Hutchcomb’s Copse 
William Hastings, Woodman, was born in 1817 to John, a Labourer and his wife, 

Sarah. He was baptised in Wytham on 26th May 1817. 

On 31st May 1841 William married Mary Tomkins of Wolvercote, in the District of 

Woodstock. Mary is recorded as making her mark and so we assume she is unable 

to read or write.  Witnesses to the marriage were Susan Hastings, sister to William, 

who also made her mark, and another William whose surname is indecipherable.   

In the 1851 Census, William aged 33 is Head of the Household and described  as a 

Wood Labourer of Wytham. Mary, now 27, works as a laundress. Their three 

children at this point are Eliza (6), Emma (2) and William, one month old. 

William and Mary increase their family such that by the 1861 Census, five children 

are listed at home: Emma Elizabeth (12), William Henry (10), Henry Thomas (7), 

Ellen Anne (4) and Edwin James (2). Eliza Sarah is not listed and is of an age where 

she could be in service, living away from home. However, in this Census William is 

not present at home either and Mary is shown as married and as the Head of 

Household.  William Hastings appears in a separate household along with Thomas 

Robinson (37), married and a Cowman; Phobe Randell (25), an unmarried 

Dairymaid, and Hester Nonon(49), widowed, and Housemaid.  We don’t know why 

this is so, but perhaps there was seasonal work at Hutchcomb’s Farm requiring them 

to live on site or nearer to the farm.  

Looking at the Census of 1871, William seems to have been in regular employment 

as a Woodman and is back at home on the night of the Census, and once again 

listed as Head of Household.  He is now 53 and Mary is recorded as being 47.  

Emma is now 22,  unmarried, and living at home, at least on the night. Three 

children are listed as scholars: Edwin James (12), Sarah Jane (9) and Frederick 

George (5). Sarah and Frederick were born after the 1861 Census. 

Before looking at some of the detail around William working as a Woodman, let’s 

skip ahead another ten years to the 1881 Census. We see that William, now age 63, 

is still a Woodman, and Mary is 56. Edwin James and Frederick George, ages 22 and 

15 respectively, are both unmarried and at home, working as agricultural labourers. 

On 17th February 1889 we find that Mary has died at the age of 65 and is buried on 

this date in Wytham. A few years later in the 1891 Census, William has reached the 

age of 73, is the Head of Household and living on his own means. So, he has 

finished working and would appear to have made sufficient income to live on. Or - 

perhaps his new wife, Anne, age 53, from Liss in Hampshire, has brought financial 

benefits to the marriage. Or, as a valued servant of the Earl of Abingdon, perhaps he 

was bequeathed a sum of money on the death of the Earl. Jackson’s Oxford Journal 

(16th Feb 1884) reports what must have been both a sad and proud occasion for 

William. 
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The Oxford Times dated 29th July 1893 

THE LATE EARL OF ABINGDON 

The six bearers, in white smocks, were all servants of his Lordship, viz, William 

Hastings, the woodman, Charles Styles, Thomas Hambidge, a younger Hastings, 

Fuller, the gamekeeper at Rycote, and another. 

Our story of the family life of William and Mary Hastings ends in the 3rd Quarter of 

1893, when Abingdon District records William’s death, age 76. He was buried in 

Wytham on 1st July 1893. 

Old Hutchcomb’s Copse 
If we now focus on the wider setting of Hutchcomb’s copse, William’s place of work, 

we find that the name derives from ‘hund’ and ‘cumb,’ Hund’s valley, or valley of the 

dog. In 1284 Hundescomb was part of Chawley Tything, becoming known as 

Hutchcombs in 1808. We hear about William in his work role from The Oxford 

Journal dated 30th October 1852: 
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And as shown below,  from The Oxford Chronicle and Reading Gazette of 10th 

November 1877 
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By 1886 William seems to hold more of a supervisory role.  Aged 68 we see that he 

‘appoints a person’, as follows:  

20 October 1886 Oxford Journal    
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And so, the last record found to date is one of the Copse in 1949 

NOTE: THIS IS A WORK IN PROGRESS. DO PLEASE GET IN TOUCH WITH ANY 

INFORMATION THAT MIGHT MEAN CORRECTIONS ARE NECESSARY.  AND, TO 

SHARE YOUR KNOWLEDGE AND INFORMATION. THANKYOU  


